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i) VFR flight: a flight conducted in accordance with the visual
flight rules.

j) Water-runway: a defined rectangular area on a water aerodrome
prepared for the landing and take-off of aircraft.

3.  VFR CRITERIA

3.1 Except when a clearance is obtained from an air traffic control
unit, VFR flights shall not take-off or land at an aerodrome
within a control zone, or enter the aerodrome traffic zone or
pattern:
a) When the ceiling is less than 450 m (1500 ft); or
b) When the ground visibility is less than 5 km.

4. ALTITUDES

4.1 Except when necessary for take-off and landing or except on
specific approval by the Director, aircraft shall not be flown
over islands, seaplane bases and helipads at altitudes lower
than 1500 feet.

4.2 Flights maintaining level cruising flight shall be operated at
an altitude appropriate to the track made good as follows:

                Track 000º to 179º                    Track 180º to 359º
 Altitude

—                                      500
—                                             1500
—                                             2500
3500                                          4500
5500                                          6500
7500                                          8500
9500                                           __

Note1: Altitudes 1000 feet and 2000 feet  shall not be assigned as an IFR
cruising level. 1000 feet and 2000  feet shall be used as VFR
cruising levels for eastbound (Track 000º to 179º) flights

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 This AIC details procedures applicable to aircraft operating  under Visual
Flight Rules (VFR) within Male’ CTR, TMA and  Associated Airspace.
These procedures are issued inamplification to the ICAO Annex 2 (Rules
of the Air) and PANS-ATM Doc 4444 (Air Traffic Management).

2  DEFINITIONS

2.1 When the following terms are used in these procedures they have the
following meanings:

a)  AACC: Approach and Area Control Centre.

b) Ceiling: the height above the ground or water of the base of the lowest
layer of cloud below 6 000 meters (20 000 feet)  covering more than half
the sky.

c) Control Zone: a controlled airspace extending upwards from  the surface
of the earth to a specified upper limit.

d) Director: the director in charge of the Civil Aviation Department.

e) Ground visibility: the visibility at an aerodrome, as reported  by an
accredited observer or by automatic systems.

f) Runway: a defined rectangular area on a land aerodrome prepared for
the landing and take-off of aircraft.

g)  Special VFR flight: a VFR flight cleared by air traffic control to operate
within a control zone in meteorological conditions  below VMC.

h) VFR: the symbol used to designate the visual flight rules.



Note2: When flying at 500 feet pilots shall bear in mind that all  arriving aircraft
will approach the VFR Channeling/Holding points at 500 feet and aircraft
beyond 7DME within Male’ Control Zone may be operating at 500 feet
without ATC clearance.

4.3 VFR tracking to Nothern Atolls other than Raa and Baa shall use  the
following cruising altitudes:-

                  NORTH BOUND - Shall be considered as making a track made
                                            good of 000º - 179º (odds)

                  SOUTH BOUND - Shall be considered as making a track made
                                            good of 180º - 359º (evens)
5. COMMUNICATION

5.1 To ensure the safe and orderly integration of traffic, all VFR traffic
operating between Male’ International Airport and other islands, shall
comply with the following communication requirements.

a) Aircraft departing from points within Male’ Control Zone shall
obtain clearance from Male’ Tower on 118.1 MHz. before take-off
if they are within 7DME from MLE. All other aircraft shall remain at
or below 500 feet until specific clearance is issued by Male’ Tower.

b) Aircraft entering Male’ Control Zone shall establish two-way
communication with Male’ Tower on 118.1 MHz before crossing
the boundary.

c) Aircraft operating within Male’ TMA, above 2500 feet, excluding
the Ari Zone VFR Traffic Area (Between 20DME and 50DME from
MLE VOR/DME between radials 220 and 290 below 6000 feet)
shall maintain two-way communication with Male’ Control on 119.7
MHz.

Note: All Aircraft entering Ari Zone Traffic Area except those from Ari  Atoll and
Male’International Airport shall advice Male’ Area Control Center before
changing over to advisory frequency (128.9 MHz).

d) Until a specific clearance is received from Male’ Control, aircraft
operating beyond the lateral limits of Male’ TMA shall remain at or
below 5500 feet.

e) Aircraft operating outside Male’ Control Zone whether inside or outside
of controlled airspace shall maintain a continuous listening watch on
appropriate advisory frequency (128.7, 128.8, 128.9 MHz) and
transmit traffic advisory broadcasts, as necessary, indicating all details
relevant to such broadcasts.

f) 121.6 MHz has been reserved as the airport utility and surface
movement control frequency. All flight plan details and pre-flight
information shall be passed on this frequency.

5.2 To ensure correct receipt of information, pilots shall read back the
following.

a) All clearances and instructions to hold short of, enter, take-off
on, land on, and backtrack on any runway.

b) Landing direction, altimeter settings; frequency instructions.

c) Altitude instructions and direction of turn.

6. COMMUNICATION FAILURE PROCEDURES FOR SEAPLANES

6.1 Aircraft at a (resort or local island) with a complete radio failure prior
to departure shall follow the following  procedures:

a) Call Male’ AACC on 3337233 or 3322071 or 3317202 via
telephone and pass information of intended route that will be flown
and give an estimated time for the relevant channeling point.



b) Obtain ATC clearance and arrival information before  take- off.

c) File a report with the Male’ AACC as soon as practicable after
landing.

6.2 Aircraft in flight on becoming aware of a complete radio failure shall
follow the following procedures:

a) If estimates have been passed to the relevant ATS unit, continue
its flight and proceed according to the last instruction received
from the ATS unit.

b) If estimates have not been passed to the relevant ATS unit, land at
the nearest available landing site and  contact ATC before
proceeding.

c) File a report with the Male’ AACC as soon as practicable after
landing.

6.3 Aircraft departing from the Male’ water aerodrome on realizing a
complete radio failure shall:

a) Within the Control Zone:
i) land immediately at Male’ and file a report with  Male’ AACC

as soon as practicable after landing.

b) Outside the Control Zone:

c) Land at the nearest available landing site or proceed to planned
landing site and contact ATC after  landing.

7. OVERFLYING OF RESTRICTED AREAS

7.1 Over flying the islands of Male’, Hulhumale’, Funadhoo,
Dhoonidhoo, Aarah, Villingilli, and Girifushi is prohibited to all
VFR flights.
Note: Refer Attachment 1.

8. SUSPENSION OF VFR OPERATIONS

8.1 Aerodrome control shall suspend VFR operations in the interest
of safety or when the ceiling is less than 1500 feet or when the
ground visibility is less than 5km.Whenever VFR operations
are suspended, aerodrome control shall;

a) Inform the AACC;
b) Hold all departures other than those that file an IFR flight

plan or obtain approval for special VFR operation;
c) Recall all local flights operating under VFR flight plan or

obtain approval for special VFR operations; and
d) Advice all operators concerned or their designated

representatives of the reason for taking such action.

9. AUTHORIZATION OF SPECIAL VFR FLIGHTS

9.1 Special VFR flights will be authorized subject to the approval
of Male’ AACC under the following circumstances;

a) When the ground visibility is not less than 1500meters;
b) The aircraft is radio and VOR/DME or GPS equipped;
c) When traffic conditions permit.



9.2 Authorization of special VFR flights shall include entry into  the
control one for the purpose of landing or to take off and depart
directly from the control zone.

9.3 Requests for all such authorizations shall be handled individually.

9.4 Separation shall be affected between all IFR and special VFR
flights and between all special VFR flights.

10. SEPARATION BETWEEN SPECIAL VFR FLIGHTS

10.1 When Special VFR operations are in progress, the following
separation minima shall be applied between Special VFR flights,
within Male’ CTR:

a) Longitudinal separation for same direction traffic shall be 3
minutes or 5nm.

b) One-minute (1) separation if aircraft are to fly on tracks
diverging by at least 30 degrees immediately after departure.

c) Vertical separation for holding aircraft shall be 500 feet.

Note: 2500 feet is the highest holding altitude for WISKI /
VICTA.

11. SEPARATION BETWEEN VFR FLOATPLANES AND IFR
FLIGHTS

11.1 Even though Class D airspace does not specify the provision of
separation of IFR from VFR flights, separation shall be provided
in addition to traffic information, between VFR and IFR flights
when they are approaching head on or converging and are 30nm
or closer.

            11.2     When the inbound IFR traffic is on final approach departing floatplanes
                    to the north / south shall be advised to keep clear of the approach
                       area. An initial radial shall bespecified to the departing floatplane which
                      will ensure that the aircraft will be clear of the approach area.

       Note: Refer attachment 9

              12      CHANNELING/HOLDING POINTS

             12.       The following points are applicable for channeling the flow of all
                       arriving aircraft:-

a) Channeling Point -”TANGO”(04°15’13"N 073°33’36"E)
            For flights inbound from the north-north east and located to the east of

Full Moon Beach Resort (Furanafushi), on radial 030 at 4DME from Male’
VOR/DME.
Note: Refer Attachment 1 & Attachment 3.

b) Channeling/Holding Point-”VICTA”(04°13’23"N 073°28’15"E)
For flights intending to land from the north and located north west of
Feydhoo Finolhu on radial 300 at 4DME from Male’ VOR/DME.
Note: Refer Attachment 1 & Attachment 2.

c) Channeling/Holding Point-”WISKI”(04°09’22"N 073°28’31"E)
For flights intending to land from the south and located south-south west
of Villingili on radial 240 at 4DME from Male’ VOR/DME.
Note: Refer Attachment 1 & Attachment 2.

d) Channeling Point-”EXRAY”(04°08’16"N 073°34’03"E)
For flights inbound from the south and located south-south east of the
airport, on radial 150 at 4DME from Male’ VOR/DME.
Note: Refer Attachment 1 & Attachment 5.

e) Channeling Point-”ZOOLU”(04°11’28"N 073°29’50"E)
         For flights intending to cross midfield and located west of  Male’

International Airport on radial 270 at  2DME from Male’ VOR/DME.
Note: Refer Attachment 1 & Attachment 4



13. TRAFFIC ON THE SEAPLANE MANOEUVERING AREA

13.1 To enhance water-runway utilization at Male’ International Airport
Aerodrome Controllers may practice the following procedures.

13.2 Landing Aircraft:

a) In VMC, aerodrome control may issue a landing clearance
to  succeeding arriving aircraft in a landing sequence before
the preceding aircraft vacates the water-runway.

b) The pilot-in command of the succeeding arriving aircraft shall
maintain adequate separation with the preceding aircraft,
and shall land the aircraft only after the preceding aircraft
has vacated the landing area. The succeeding aircraft shall
not cross the landing threshold until the preceding landing
aircraft has vacated the water-runway. In the event the
preceding aircraft cannot vacate the water-runway in time,
it is the responsibility of the pilot-in command of the
succeeding aircraft to commence a go around/orbit.

13.3 Water aerodrome utilization:

a) Pilots are reminded that it is imperative for them to vacate
the water-runway expeditiously after landing. This is to avoid
the succeeding aircraft having to carry out a go around /
orbit. The water-runway utilization at Male’ International
Airport can thus be maximized.

13.4 Phraseology:

a) In the application of the above procedures, ATC shall use the
following phraseology.
(Aircraft Callsign) after the landing of (Aircraft Callsign)
cleared to land.

13.5 The water-runways and taxi-lanes at the seaplane operating area are
uncontrolled. However, this does not authorize aircraft to taxi onto,
cross, or backtrack on water- runways. Pilots are advised to taxi at
their own discretion and advice holding short of the water-runway,
ready for departure. Aircraft shall remain well clear of the water-
runway, unless take-off clearance have been given or authorized by
Male’ Tower to taxi onto the water runway.

13.6 Aircraft shall not be permitted to line up and hold on the water-runway
whenever another aircraft is affecting a landing.

14. CONTROL OF AERODROME TRAFFIC

14.1 An aircraft in the final stages of an approach to land shall normally
have priority over an aircraft intending to depart.However, if traffic
permits, a departing seaplane may be given priority over an arriving
seaplane. If necessary the arriving aircraft shall be instructed to widen
the approach or make an orbit.

14.2 Aerodrome control shall maintain a continuous watch on all visible
flight operations on and in the vicinity of the aerodrome. Landing
clearance or necessary instructions (e.g. continue approach, orbit,
etc.) shall be issued without waiting for the aircraft to initiate the call,
when the aircraft is about to turn on to final.

15. JOINING TRAFFIC CIRCUIT

15.1 At initial contact, aerodrome control shall issue clearance to join the
traffic circuit. Runway-in-use, landing direction, and other necessary
instructions and information shall be issued at the same time.

15.2 When the aircraft reports over the assigned channelling point, the
aircraft shall be advised of its sequence number in the circuit before
instructing to report final.



15.3 All arriving aircraft shall maintain 500 feet when they report their
allocated channelling / holding point unless otherwise instructed by
aerodrome control.

15.4 No aircraft shall be authorized to cross the approach path of a landing
IFR aircraft, after the aircraft making the approach has crossed 7miles
final.

15.5 No take-off clearance shall be issued to departing seaplanes to cross
the upwind end of the runway-in-use after the landing aircraft crosses
3miles final.

15.6 All IFR aircraft shall be given VFR traffic information and VFR traffic
shall receive IFR traffic information and cautioned of wake turbulence,
whenever VFR traffic is authorized to cross behind an IFR aircraft.
Note: Traffic permitting and depending on the landing direction in
use, direct approaches for seaplanes may be permitted.

16. MIDFIELD CROSSING PROCEDURES

16.1 Aircraft cleared to cross midfield form west to east shall maintain
2000ft.
Aircraft cleared to cross midfield from east to west shall maintain
2500ft until  passing ZULU. Midfield crossings shall  be allowed only
in VMC condition.

16.2 Aircraft cleared to cross midfield shall be considered clear of aircraft
landing on and taking off from runway 18/36. However, adequate
separation shall be provided between aircraft crossing midfield and all
other aircraft flying in the traffic circuit.

16.3 Pilots-in-command of all aircraft, cleared to cross midfield shall be
responsible to maintain adequate separation between their aircraft and
all other aircraft which are on final approach to runway 18/36, when
turning on to final, to land on the sea-lane.

16.4 When midfield crossing is in progress, IFR arrivals shall not be cleared
to descend below 4000 feet, unless Aerodrome control have both
the aircraft in sight and can maintain adequate visual separation
between them.Special attention shall be given to IFR arrivals from
the west.

16.5 When midfield Crossing is in progress, the IFR Aircraft on  final
shall be instructed to climb to 1500 feet, in  case of missed approached
or go-around.

Note: Refer attachment 4 and attachment 6.

17. ASSIGNMENT OF OPPOSITE WATER- RUNWAY TO THE
RUNWAY-IN-USE

17.1 No take-off clearance shall be issued to seaplanes to depart from
the opposite direction water-runway to cross the approach path of
an IFR aircraft after it crosses 10miles final.

17.2 When a seaplane is authorized to depart from the opposite direction
water-runway to cross the approach path of an IFR aircraft, the
seaplane shall make an early turn and in any case not more than
1mile from the threshold in use.

17.3 In all such cases controller shall advise the seaplane of the inbound
IFR traffic.

18. ASSIGNMENT OF OPPOSITE WATER-RUNWAY

18.1 No take-off clearance shall be issued to depart from the opposite
direction when an arriving seaplane is on final or about to turn final
to the same water-runway.

 Note: In case of straight in approach, no take-off  clearance
shall be issued after the aircraft crosses   5miles final.



b)  Taxiing:

1. Seaplanes shall be confined strictly to the western side while
taxing before take off or after landing

2. Exercise caution and lookout out for other taxiing aircraft or
those which are on takeoff roll or landing.

3. Seaplanes should clear the runway as quickly as possible
after landing.

4. During taxiing, Seaplanes shall hold short-of and remain clear
of any designated water  runway or any other area designated
for landing or takeoff.

20. AUTHORIZATION OF SIMULTANOEUS TAKE-OFFS
AND LANDINGS   FROM  WATER-RUNWAYS

20.1 During VFR conditions simultaneous take-off of  seaplanes departing
in the northerly direction from the North left and North right water-
runways is authorized. (The divergence leads to a natural lateral
separation).

20.2 During VFR conditions simultaneous landings of seaplanes in the
northerly direction in the North left and North right water runway is
authorized.

20.3 During VFR conditions simultaneous landings of seaplanes in the
southerly direction in the South   left and South right water-runways
is authorized

20.4 In no case shall the East/West water-runway be used simultaneously
with any other water runway.

18.2 No landing clearance shall be issued to land in the opposite direction
when a seaplane departing the same water-runway is about to
commence its take-off slide.

19. WATER RUNWAY SYSTEM AT MALE’ INTN’L AIRPORT

19.1 The area dug and marked in the lagoon East of the aerodrome has
been  designated as the seaplanes take off and landing area.
Note: Refer Attachment 8

19.2 Seaplanes should take-off and land from the North (right or left), South
(right or left) or East/West water- runways depending on the runway-
in-use

19.3 When Rwy 36 is in use, seaplanes will be assigned:
a) N/L for departures
b) N/R for arrivals

19.4 When Rwy 18 is in use, seaplanes will be assigned:
a) S/L for departures
b) S/R for arrivals
c) In case of IFR arrivals on to runway 18, S/L for both arrivals

and departures
19.5 Procedures for the use of North Right (NR) & South Left (SL)

water runway.
Note: The lateral dimension of this water runway  allows it to be

utilized simultaneously as a taxiway and a runway by seaplanes.

a) Takeoff and Landings:
1. Seaplanes shall be confined strictly to the eastern side during

takeoff or landing;
2. Exercise caution during landing or commencing takeoff for other

taxiing aircraft on the western side.
3. Do not land until preceding aircraft is clear to the west of North/

Right and South/Left



23. SEPARATION BETWEEN SEAPLANES USING THE EAST/
WEST WATER-RUNWAY AND AIRCRAFT USING THE
RUNWAY

23.1 Departures
a) No take-off clearance shall be issued to a seaplane to depart

westbound when an arriving IFR aircraft has crossed 7 miles
final for Rwy18/36.

b) No restrictions apply for eastbound departures of seaplanes.

23.2 Arrivals
a) No seaplane shall be allowed to land eastbound after an IFR

arrival crosses 7 miles final for Rwy36.
b) No seaplane shall be allowed to land eastbound after an IFR

arrival crosses 7 miles final for Rwy18.
c) No seaplane shall be allowed to land westbound after an IFR

arrival crosses 7 miles final for Rwy18/36.

24. SEPARATION BETWEEN SEAPLANES USING THE NORTH
R/SOUTH L WATER- RUNWAY AND AIRCRAFT USING THE
RUNWAY

24.1 No separation is required. Simultaneous take-offs and landings involving
aircraft from the runway and North R/South L water-runway are
authorized.

25  SEPARATION BETWEEN SEAPLANES USING THE   NORTH L/
SOUTH   R WATER-RUNWAY AND AIRCRAFT  USING THE RUNWAY

25.1  Simultaneous take-offs and landings involving aircraft  from the runway
and the North L/South R water runway  shall not be allowed.

21. ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE PROCEDURES FOR
SEAPLANES

21.1 Aircraft shall contact Male’ Ground on 121.6 MHz prior  to
leaving the dock and shall pass the required flight plan
information.

21.2 When an aircraft is number one in the departure sequence and
ready for an immediate departure, a call shall be made to Male’
Tower on 118.1 MHz for take- off clearance.

21.3 All initial approaches or turn offs after take-off shall be made
clear of   all airport and Hulhumale buildings and structures.

21.4 No approaches or take-offs shall be made towards or over an
aircraft on the runway.

21.5` No westbound take-offs or eastbound landings shall be allowed
when a taxiing aircraft on the runway is north of the runway
crossing point.

22. WATER-RUNWAY DEPARTURE SEPARATION

22.1 Separate a departing seaplane from a preceding departing sea-
plane using the same water-runway by ensuring that it does not
commence take-off until:

a) The preceding seaplane has departed and crossed the
end of the water-runway or has made a turn.

b) A preceding landing seaplane has taxied out of the water-
runway.



27. CANCELLATION

This AIC replaces AIC No 002/08 issued on 15 February 2008

28. EFFECTIVITY

With immediate effect

       Mahmood Razee
       EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

26. TRAFFIC INFORMATION TO VFR SEAPLANES OUTSIDE
Male’International Airport TRAFFIC CIRCUIT

 Note: The following standards are applicable only between seaplanes
operated by the Trans Maldivian Airways (TMA) and the Maldivian
Air Taxi (MAT).

26.1 Where ATC identifies conflicts between VFR seaplanes ATC may
issue traffic information to all conflicting aircraft in a common
transmission. The pilots shall maintain listening watch on the
relevant frequencies but a subsequent acknowledgment will not
be required.

26.2 Each broadcast shall include the following elements:
direction of flight; and
number of seaplanes involved.

26.3 Phraseologies:
Example 1:
Tower: 8QTMG four TWIN-Otters are inbound to WISKY

Example 2:
Tower: All VFR traffic inbound to WISKY, 8QMAC outbound to
Lily Beach.

Example 3:
Tower: All VFR traffic inbound to TANGO, 8QTMG operating a
photo flight over Kuda Huraa

26.4 Traffic inbound to same Channeling Point will be subject to the
sequencing method hence, additional traffic information may not be
required


